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m@mamohanraj.com • http://www.mamohanraj.com

Education


Ph.D.

University of Utah, English and Creative Writing, 2005


M.F.A.

Mills College, Fiction and Poetry, 1998


B.A.

University of Chicago, English Literature, 1993

Awards and Honors

2006
Illinois Arts Council Fellowship in Prose


2005
Bodies in Motion named a USA Today Notable Book


2002
Steffenson-Canon Fellowship in the Humanities


2001
Scowcroft Prize for Fiction


2001
Neff Fellowship in English

Professional Experience
Teaching:
• 
Kearny Street Workshop (May '06). Intergenerational Writers Lab, four-week workshop co-taught with Philip Kan Gotanda, Nguyen Qui Duc, Janice Mirikitani, Robert Karimi, and Tserine Wangmo Dhompa.


•  Roosevelt University (Fall '05 - ongoing).  Visiting professor.  Teaching undergrad and graduate fiction writing, speculative fiction writing, advanced composition, online magazine publishing, S. Asian and diaspora literature. 


•  Vermont College (Spring '05, Fall '05).   Visiting faculty in low-residency fiction writing program.  Taught intensive ten-day in-person workshops, followed by teaching and critique by correspondence.


•  Kearny Street Workshop (Summer '04).  Eight-week fiction writing class at an Asian-American arts center in San Francisco.


•  Strange Horizons Summer Workshops (Summer '02, Summer '03) .  Four intensive three-day fiction workshops in Oregon and New Jersey.


•  University of Utah (Fall '01).  ENG 2500:  Intro to Creative Writing.  Workshop class introducing students to poetry, short fiction, drama and creative nonfiction.


•
University of Utah (Fall '99 - Summer '00).  One-year appointment as full-time adjunct faculty, teaching four and four, plus two in the summer.  Taught intermediate composition and business/technical writing.


•  Salt Lake Community College (Summer '99).  ENG 1010: Basic Composition.  Students ranged from high school through returning adults.

Administrative and Service


 • Interim MFA Program Administrator, Roosevelt University, Summer 2006.  Administered and evaluated applications; responded to program queries and advising issues; drafted and distributed program newsletter (internally and externally); supervised magazine publicity publishing internship.


 • English Assessment Project Supervisor, Roosevelt University, Summer 2006.  Administered assessment project for English department:  revised rubric for assessment, prepared evaluation forms and student packets, hired and supervised adjuncts in reading and evaluating packets, drafted preliminary report for the department and college.


 • Juror, Selection Committee for Headlands' 2007 Artist in Residence Program, National/International Applications, Headlands Center for the Arts.  Summer 2006.


 •
Assistant MFA Program Administrator, Roosevelt University, Fall 2005 - ongoing.  Assist administrator in advising, drafted newsletter, read applications.


•  Executive Director, DesiLit, 2004 - ongoing.  Created and adminster an international organization supporting South Asian and South Asian diaspora writers and their work.  Currently with chapters in the Bay Area, Chicago, Toronto, Philadelphia, Milwaukee, Madison, NY/NJ.  Major event:  Kriti, a S. Asian and diaspora literary festival in Chicago, fall 2005, presented in collaboration with the Chicago Humanities Festival.  Currently planning DesiLit Magazine (semiannual online), a regular reading series in Chicago, ongoing community-oriented writing workshops, and Kriti 2007.  http://www.desilit.org


•  Executive Director, Speculative Literature Foundation, 2004 - ongoing.  Created and administer a non-profit arts organization staffed by 20+ volunteers; currently offering a $1000 short fiction prize.  Also offering:  $600 travel grant, $750 older writers' grant, small press co-operative, and a mentorship program.  http://www.speclit.org


 • Referee, Foundation:  The International Review of Science Fiction, 2002 - ongoing.  http://www.sf-foundation.org


 • Editor-in-chief, Strange Horizons, January 2000 – December 2003.  Founded non-profit magazine; raised $15,000 annually from the community to cover entire costs; managed staff of 30+ volunteers publishing weekly fiction, poetry, articles, reviews, and monthly art.  Hugo-nominated, regularly publishing writing then selected for annual Best of anthologies, Rhysling awards, and other honors.  http://www.strangehorizons.com

Publications
Books (selected):

The Arrangement, a novel forthcoming 2007, HarperCollins

Bodies in Motion, July 2005 hardcover, HarperCollins (also translated editions in France, Spain, Italy, Brazil, Germany, and Serbia), July 2006 paperback

Silence and the Word, fiction and poetry, January 2004

A Taste of Serendib:  A Sri Lankan Cookbook, 2003

The Best of Strange Horizons: Year One, ed., 2003

Aqua Erotica, ed., 2000 (sold over 100,000 copies, now in seventh printing)

Anthologies and Magazines (recent):

Fiction:

"Counting to Ten," Catarmaran, forthcoming 2006

"Pieces of the Heart," Fishnet (audio), 2006

"The Marrying Kind," AE2, 2005

"Lakshmi's Diary," Oasis, 2004

"A Gentle Man," Harpur Palate, 2003

"How It Started," Best Lesbian Erotica, 2003

"Wild Roses," Ripe Fruit, 2001; Mammoth Best New Erotica, 2002

Nonfiction:
"Silence and the Word," Sex and Single Girls, 2000

Academic Presentations
•  Singular Hybridities, SALA (South Asian Language Assocation), Philadelphia, PA, December 2006
•  Using Speculative Fiction to Explore Gender (and other Identity-Based)   

     Paradigms, SFRA (Science Fiction Research Association), White Plains, NY, June 2006


       •  What's Wrong with Asian American Literature?
11th Annual Chicago Asian American Showcase, DePaul University, Chicago, March 2006


       •  SF Criticism Outside the Academy, ICFA, Ft. Lauderdale, March 2006


       •  Writing Sexuality, SAAN Conference, Ann Arbor, March 2005

       •  The Changing Worlds of South Asian Literature


AWP, Vancouver, March 2006


       • "Interstitial/Slipstream Literature"


Science Fiction Research Association, Chicago, IL - June 2004

 • "Does Power = Violence?  Constructions of (Black) Masculinity in 







Tananarive Due", WisCon 26, Madison, WI - May 2002





 • "Understanding Genre Conventions", AWP, New Orleans, LA - March 2002


 • "The Implications of Electronic Publishing in Speculative Fiction"




ICFA, Ft. Lauderdale, FL - March 2001; WisCon 25, Madison, WI - May 2001

Interviews

Bookslut Magazine - October 2005

AsianWeek - September 2005

SF Gate - August 2005

NPR, Writer's Voice Radio​ - August 2005
NPR (Chicago), 848 - July 2005

Booksense - 2002
SF Weekly - 1999
Trikone - 1998
Creative Presentations (selected)

Literary Readings:
2006





July 26 - Chicago, Bookcellar



July 12 - Chicago, Homolatte



June 19 - D.C., Mayorga's Café



May 24 - San Francisco, Fishnet Reading Series



2005


November 16, Chicago, Bookcellar Local Author Night, 7 p.m.







October 15 - Madison, Wisconsin Book Festival, 3-5 p.m.



September 24 - Salt Lake City, King's English Bookstore


September 9 - New York, The Listening Room @ Caffe Vivaldi


August 25 - Iowa City, Prairie Lights Bookstore


August 17 - New York, KGB Reading Series


August 16 - New York, Barnes & Noble



August 11 - San Francisco, A Clean Well-Lighted Place


August 3 - Milwaukee, Harry W. Schwartz Bookshop


July 8-10 - Los Angeles, Artwallah

Speaker/Panelist:

Project IMPACT:  S. Asian Literary Festival, Philadelphia - 2004






Poetry panelist





WorldCon, San Jose, CA - 2002






Ebony Age of Science Fiction?






Writing Boot Camps






Online Magazines:  The New Short Fiction Format


Readercon, Burlington, MA - 2002






Electronic Magazines






Race in F&SF






The Year in Short Fiction

Wiscon 26, Madison, WI - 2002






Post-Colonialism 101






Literary SF






Consent Issues in Writing Sexuality






Feminism, Erotica, Pornography and Censorship






Electronic Magazines Q&A


Potlatch, Oakland, CA - 2001



Diversity in Science Fiction

Review Excerpts:  

NOTE:  Full reviews available on request.
Bodies in Motion named A USA Today Notable Book, July 2005

 "Bodies in Motion is a graceful, nimble book. With great care and affection, Mohanraj finds both beauty and lamentations in the disquieting, but revelatory, clash between custom and assimilation, between everything that came before and all that lies ahead."

             -- excerpted from a long review in the Boston Globe, by Renee Graham

"…a fascinating and carefully crafted panoramic look at two generations of two Sri Lankan families. Written over a period of ten years, Mohanraj has managed to craft stories that are meticulous in emotional detail, replete with all the nuances and distinctive essence of Sri Lankan culture, the immigrant mentality, and the fate of those caught in between. Particularly salient, and so rarely portrayed in current South Asian literature, is the focus on the life of the body, the sexual nature and proclivities of individuals who are more than the sum of the land from which they came.

            -- excerpted fromWorld Literature Today, by Michelle Reale

"Bodies in Motion, Mary Anne Mohanraj's debut book, is less a collection of stories than a series of snapshots, a highly colored album of two Sri Lankan families in America. Read separately, the stories are a scattering of random images, raising more questions than they answer. Taken together, glossing and expanding on each other, they create a vivid portrait of families in flux, wandering back and forth over borders both geographic and cultural."

             -- excerpted from a long review in the LA Times, by Janice P. Nimura

"Dwelling on the thorny inner lives of the characters rather than their predictable conflicts with one other, these stories transcend time and place."

             -- excerpted from a review in Time Out New York, by Reena Jana
"Sensuality is undeniably important in these twenty consummately elegant, inspired stories, but this is more than frothy erotica. Not only does motion of several types and scales shape the lives of people in this collection, but its opposite -- restriction and silence -- proves to be a powerful influence as well....Mohanraj's writing style is spare and piercing, and she exercises a sophisticated economy of language. Indeed, words left unspoken are not only a technique of Mohanraj's but a defining characteristic of the lives of her characters as well....It thus becomes noteworthy that a collection containing so many figuratively paralyzed individuals is titled "Bodies in Motion." Much of this collection is about juxtapositions: characters finding ways of movement in situations that seem hopelessly static. People must compromise, finding pockets of richness amid deprivation of truth, sex, love and self-expression....In spite of disappointments and foiled expectations, Mohanraj's characters persevere; even when language fails, their bodies remain in motion."

             -- from the San Francisco Chronicle, by Kim Hedges
Review Excerpts (continued):
"Twenty stories span most of the 20th century and several Sri Lankan families, emphasizing the pangs of exile and the wrench of breaking with tradition....Intricately interwoven stories featuring sensual language and surprising sexual twists."

             -- from Kirkus Review

"… Mohanraj perceptively limns her characters with a delicate brush, bringing them slowly to life until the reader knows them well....-- all come alive in these thoughtful stories of the clash of tradition and modernity, and the search for love in all its various guises."

             -- from Booklist
 "… Mohanraj evokes a moving portrait of families searching for love and a place to call home."

             -- Publisher's Weekly

 "In her first book, Mohanraj, born in Sri Lanka but a longtime U.S. resident, presents a series of interconnected short stories covering four generations of two families throughout five decades.... Always, the stories are about sex and food -- the dominant forces that identify a character with one culture or another. Some are brutal, while others are more touching. The book isn't a continuous tale of these families but offers glimpses of different members often greatly separated in time and space. Mohanraj offers readers great insights into her characters and has left plenty of material to be mined in further works. Recommended, especially for South Asian academic collections."

              --Library Journal, by Debbie Bogenschutz


