Thursday

Roosevelt University, 430 S. Michigan Ave., Rm 244
5:00 - 8:00 p.m.

Opening Reception and Rapid-Fire Reading

Sita Bhaskar, Archana Chowhan, Sugi Ganeshananthan, Mary Anne Mohanraj, Monica Pradhan, Sankar Roy, Sarwat Rumi, Prema Srinivasan, Rachna Vohra, Deepak Unnikrishnan, Imi Rashid, Shobhan Bantwal
Friday

UIC Student Center East, 750 S. Halsted Ave.

10:00 - 10:50 a.m.

Open Writing Workshop (White Oak)

No experience necessary!  Come try some fun writing exercises with the guidance of our visiting writers; unlock your own creativity!  Please do arrive on time, as we will start promptly.

Shoban Bantwal, Deepak Unnikrishnan, Prema Srinivasan
11:00 - 11:50 a.m.

Crossing Genre Boundaries (Cardinal)

We've all seen the epic South Asian family novel, a sprawling tale of marriage and politics and history and social conflict.  What other kinds of South Asian fiction is out there?  Who are our science fiction and fantasy writers, our mystery authors, our spy novels, romances, and political thrillers?  Writers discuss the challenges of breaking out of the 'literary' ghetto as an ethnic writer, and recommend favorite work in other genres.

Shoban Bantwal (m.), Kanak Hota, Anil Menon, Monica Pradhan
Screening:  Independent Shorts (11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.) (Monarch)

Reading:  Sugi Ganeshananthan, Archana Chowhan (White Oak)

1:00 - 1:50 p.m.

MFA Programs in Writing (Cardinal)

What are the advantages and disadvantages of enrolling in an MFA Program in Writing?  What about full-time versus part-time?  How about low-residency programs (where you work from home and only go away for two weeks out of the year)?  What will I learn, and where should I go? Or will it just be a waste of time I should spend writing? Panelists who have been there talk about MFA programs they have known…

Sugi Ganeshananthan, Anita Kesavan (m.),  Mary Anne Mohanraj
Reading:  Rachna Vohra, Deepak Unnikrishnan, Prema Srinivasan (White Oak)
2:00 - 2:50 p.m.

Selling Your First Book (Cardinal)

Writers who have recently (or not-so-recently) sold their first book tell us how they did it, and what they learned in the process.  Learn what to do, what not to do -- and hear about a few great new books to watch out for!

Sugi Ganeshananthan, Shoban Bantwal (m.), Rachna Vohra, Marina Budhos, Mary Anne Mohanraj

Reading:  Anita Chandwaney, Sankar Roy (White Oak)

3:00 - 3:50 p.m.

Dirty Laundry (Cardinal)

There is a clear market in the West for a certain kind of expose/pathos story from South Asia: child prostitutes, wife beating, widows in Brindhavan, untouchables, street kids, etc. When does exposing an evil move over into exploitation? What responsibilities does the writer have (if any)?

Vijay Lakshmi, Sugi Ganeshananthan (m.), Shoban Bantwal, Monica Pradhan

Recommended Poetry (White Oak)

Maybe we should be reading poetry, but are we?  Where should we find it?  In magazines?  At readings or other events?  Working poets share work by their favorite contemporary South Asian poets, and tell you about the poetry they love.

Prema Srinivasan, Vidhu Aggarwal, Sankar Roy (m.), Mukta Sambrani, Rachna Vohra

4:00 - 4:50 p.m.

Reading: Mary Anne Mohanraj, Shyam Selvadurai (Cardinal)

5:00 - 6:30 p.m.

Anita Desai reception and Keynote Speech:  "Various Lives" (Illinois AB)

7:00 - 9:30 p.m.

Voices of Resistance:  multi-arts political show by local artists, sponsored by SAPAC (Illinois AB)

9:30 - 1:30 a.m.
Funkadesi at Fitzgerald's Night Club:  708-788-2118

(6615 Roosevelt Road, Berwyn; just south of 290 between Austin and Harlem)

The 4-Time Winner of The Chicago Music Awards, Funkadesi is rapidly capturing the attention of the U.S. and the rest of the globe. "This ideal party band…also bears messages of togetherness….The rhythms of Indian Ragas and reggae have striking similarities, while the Latin, African and contemporary funk that's spicing this one-sound, many-voices stew fits the all-world melange to a tee." -- Geoff Chapman, Toronto Star.  With their not-to-be-missed live shows and visible racial and musical diversity, Funkadesi's one-world sound, roots-watering vision, and positive vibe make them a unique and compelling musical force. ($10 discounted admission with your Kriti badge)

Saturday

UIC Student Center East, 750 S. Halsted Ave.
9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Breakfast with Anita Desai (pre-registration required)
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.

Open Writing Workshop (Rm 603)

No experience necessary!  Come try some fun writing exercises with the guidance of our visiting writers; unlock your own creativity!  Please do arrive on time, as we will start promptly.

Anita Kesavan, Deepak Unnikrishnan, Mukta Sambrani
11:30 - 12:30 p.m.

Anita Desai Reading and Signing (Rm 302)

12:00 - 12:50 p.m.

Child Prodigy Writing Workshop: Ages 4 - 7 with adult (Rm 603)
Set your little authors off to an early start as they dictate their stories and poems.  Together, we'll mix fantasy and words about clouds drifting past and shadows playing hide-n-seek; about things that go beep, woof, woof, vvvvroom and chug-a-chug-a; and about what makes us oh-so- happy, sad or just Very, Very MAD!!!!  ( $12)

Screening:  Independent Shorts (12:00 - 2:00 p.m.) (Rm 605)

1:00 - 1:50 p.m.

Writing Culturally-Specific Stories:  The Authenticity Debate (Rm 613)

What do you say if someone says to you, "You don't even live in South Asia -- what makes you think you're authentic enough to be telling this story?  You don't know us!"  When you write about a culture, do you feel a responsibility to accurately represent the community?  What are your concerns?  What do you do to help you in that process? 

Kanak Hota, Prema Srinivasan, Monica Pradhan (m.)
Queer Issues in South Asian Literature (Rm 605)

Authors and readers consider the role of GLBT characters and queer issues in South Asian literature, and discuss these stories' reception in the South Asian community.

Deepak Unnikrishnan, Shyam Selvadurai, Sharmili Majmudar (m.)

Mother – Daughter Journaling Club (Rm 603)

Write about the exact same experiences and how you reacted to it, in your day and age.  Learn about the other in a way that tugs at your heart. See how much you have in common with your daughter or mother. See each other in a more vulnerable light and strengthen your bonds to last many lifetimes.  During each workshop, mothers and daughters contribute pages to a co-journal and share their feelings, laughter, funny thoughts, prayers, hard-won victories, first heartbreaks. Each workshop has a different theme. ($23 per pair)

2:00 - 2:50 p.m.
I Don't Want to Be a Doctor (Lawyer/Engineer/Etc.) Anymore! (Rm 605)

What do you do when you've succeeded in a South Asian-parent-approved career -- and realize what you really want to do is be a writer or other kind of artist/performer?  Can you do a 180-career-wise?  Are there ways to incorporate the arts into a busy work/family life?  Those who have done it tell their tales!

Ligy Pullapally (m.), Prema Srinivasan, Rachna Vohra, Anil Menon. Archana Chowhan, Monica Pradhan

Page to Stage (Rm 613)

Is the distinction between 'spoken' and 'written' word relevant any longer, given the growing numbers of writers on the performance circuit?  How do we take work from the page to live performance? What are the pitfalls and richnesses of staging our work? Are there different audiences for books vs. performance? Why perform rather than publish, or vice versa?  (This panel will cover performance poetry, theatre, and film.)

Deepak Unnikrishnan (m.), Sankar Roy, Mukta Sambrani, Anita Chandwaney

Making Cooking a Priority (Rm 603)

Join cookbook author Alamelu Vairavan for a discussion of how to add easy-to-prepare, flavorful dishes to your daily life, incorporating more vegetables, dals, and spices in your cooking repertoire.  Hear about the history of spices, how to assemble a basic spice pantry, availability, cost, and how to prepare dishes in thirty minutes or less -- plus the story of how aromas and friendship turned into cookbooks!

Alamelu Vairavan
3:00 - 3:50 p.m.

Recommended Children's and Young Adult Literature (Rm 605)

Writers and editors discuss what writers they love to read, and what makes a story stand out as exceptional children's literature.

Sandhya Nankani (m.), Rachna Vohra, Marina Budhos

Q&A with Literary Agent Anna Ghosh (Rm 613)

Ghosh answers every question you've ever had about literary agents -- or as many as she can fit into an hour.  An informal discussion.

Anna Ghosh
4:00 - 4:50 p.m.

Politics and Writing:  A Panel and Open Discussion (Rm 605)

Writers discuss their goals in writing about politics.  (Is any writing not political?)  Are they attempting to create change in the world?  What changes would they like to see?  What have been the visible effects of their work, if any?  Should writers be political on a large-scale?  What are the inherent dangers of that work?  A facilitated open discussion of the ways in which writers engage political issues in their work, and the ways in which readers respond to those issues.

(facilitated by Madhuri Deshmukh, a representative from the South Asian Progressive Action Collective)

Deepak Unnikrishnan, Sita Bhaskar, Anil Menon, Sankar Roy, Archana Chowhan

Q&A with Editors (Rm 613)

Open forum for questions/discussion with editors.

Sandhya Nankani, Anjali Goyal, Marina Lewis (m.)

5:00 - 5:50 p.m.

Rasaka Theatre Presents:  Desi Women of the Diaspora (5:00 - 6:30) (Rm 302)

Publishing South Asian Literature (Rm 605)

Why publish/read/write 'ethnic' literature at all?  Editors from DesiLit Magazine join others to discuss what they're looking for in material, why they want to work with an ethnicity-specific publication, as well as other issues related to publishing South Asian writing.  

Sita Bhaskar (m.), Sankar Roy, Archana Chowhan, Anita Kesavan, Anjali Goyal

Reading:  Monica Pradhan (Rm 603)

6:00 - 6:50 p.m.
What If I Don't Want to Write About India? (Rm 605)

Is it necessary to sound South Asian or tackle South Asian subjects? What if the writer's identity is ambiguous, then what? Is it essential to cultivate a audience when a writer's identity cannot be fractioned?  And what do the readers think when South Asian writers like Vikram Seth write books like An Equal Music (about white musicians in Europe), or when Anita Desai writes The Zigzag Way (set in Mexico)? 

Deepak Unnikrishnan, Sita Bhaskar, Vidhu Aggarwal (m.), Anil Menon, Sankar Roy

Sex and the Word (Rm 613)

In recent years, more and more South Asians have started writing explicitly around sexuality.  Mary Anne Mohanraj, Ginu Kamani, the authors in Desilicious, the participants in Yoni ki Baat, and many performance poets all explore the sexual arena.  What are the challenges of working with this material?  What are the rewards?  Are you willing to read an erotic story?  How about in public, on a bus or train?  Do you take the books off the shelves when your parents visit?  Authors and readers discuss the pleasures and problems of writing and reading sex.

Visi Tilak, Mary Anne Mohanraj (m.), Sharmili Majmudar

Reading:  Vijay Lakshmi, Marina Budhos

8:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Open Mic, hosted by Yesha Naik (Rm 302)

Screening:  The Journey (Rm 605)

Sunday

UIC Student Center East, 750 S. Halsted Ave.
9:00 - 9:50 a.m.
Open Writing Workshop (Rm 603)

No experience necessary!  Come try some fun writing exercises with the guidance of our visiting writers; unlock your own creativity!  Please do arrive on time, as we will start promptly.

Rachna Vohra, Prema Srinivasan, Mukta Sambrani

10:00 - 10:50 a.m.

Nonfiction (Rm 605)

To what extent are we willing to expose ourselves?  Do we have the right to expose the lives of our family and friends?  Is the need to tell a true story, to be honest, more important than the need to consider the feelings of others?  And what happens when you're not sure you're remembering the story right to begin with?  How much freedom do you have to change the details and still call it nonfiction?  Writers discuss the challenges of writing nonfiction.

Hari Lamba, Sushil Nachnani, Visi Tilak (m.), Hemant Mehta
11:00 - 11:50 a.m.

Class Issues in South Asian Literature (Rm 605)

Authors like Hanif Kurieshi and Monica Ali deal with middle class and working class English life from an immigrant perspective, while Jhumpa Lahiri's characters live in a financially comfortable, destined-for-the-professional world.  How visible are class issues in South Asian literature?  Are comfortable middle-class stories more likely to be published (and celebrated)?  Do immigrant upper-middle-class readers become uncomfortable when asked to admit the existence of working-class South Asians?

Deepak Unnikrishnan, Anita Kesavan

Child Prodigy Writing Workshop: Ages 4 - 7 (Rm 603)
Set your little authors off to an early start as they dictate their stories and poems.  Together, we'll mix fantasy and words about clouds drifting past and shadows playing hide-n-seek; about things that go beep, woof, woof, vvvvroom and chug-a-chug-a; and about what makes us oh-so- happy, sad or just Very, Very MAD!!!!  ( $12)

Reading:  Vidhu Aggarwal, Sita Bhaskar, Hemant Mehta (Rm 613)

12:00 - 12:50 p.m.

Aspiring  Teens Writing Workshop (Rm 603)

Looking to enrich your child’s creative writing skills for benefits across the curriculum?  Or anyone in the family with aspirations to win the Pulitzer?  Join us at the Writers Studio. Hone your flair for writing through interactive and playful exercises, story-writing, dramatizations and imagined scenarios. We’ll even enter writing contests. Participants workshop their writing together and learn from feedback.  Completed works are submitted for possible publication.  Fire up your imagination and bring your writing materials or laptop. ($13)

Screening:  The Journey (12 - 2) (Rm 605)

1:00 - 1:50
Voices of Resistance: Muslim Women on War, Faith, and Sexuality (Rm 613)

Discover the voices of radical feminist muslim women in this groundbreaking anthology.  Join contributors Sarwat Rumi and Imi Rashid for a reading of poetry and prose, and stay for an intimate Q&A. 

Sarwat Rumi, Imi Rashid

Blowing Your Own Horn:  Marketing Yourself as a Writer (Rm 605)

With so many new writers emerging, it can be difficult setting yourself apart from the crowd.  Writers discuss various methods for marketing themselves and their work, from setting up a web page to hiring publicists and beyond.

Visi Tilak (m.), Rachna Vohra
2:00 - 2:50

Q&A Film (Rm 613)

Filmmakers Ligy J. Pullappally, writer and director of the multiple award-winning feature film, The Journey, and Gitanjali Kapila, recipient of a Danish Film Institute Production grant for her award-winning film, Weaning, lead a discussion on independent film and the South Asian demographic.

Ligy Pullapally, Gitanjali Kapila

Contemporary South Asian Literature in the World (Rm 605)
How does South Asian writing shape the way in which South Asians are regarded by the world? Does it facilitate the stereotyping of individuals? Does it open up new concepts to readers?  How are local South Asian and diaspora writers perceived by international (especially Western) readers?

Kanak Hota, Prema Srinivasan, Anil Menon (m.), Archana Chowhan
Making Cooking a Priority (Rm 603)

Join cookbook author Alamelu Vairavan for a discussion of how to add easy-to-prepare, flavorful dishes to your daily life, incorporating more vegetables, dals, and spices in your cooking repertoire.  Hear about the history of spices, how to assemble a basic spice pantry, availability, cost, and how to prepare dishes in thirty minutes or less -- plus the story of how aromas and friendship turned into cookbooks!

Alamelu Vairavan
2:00 - 4:00

Maahaul Classical Music Concert 

(at the Jane Adams Hull House Museum, 800 S. Halsted St.)

Featuring Neeraj Prem (sitar) and Ajit Acharya (tabla).  2 p.m. -- brief introduction to Hindustani music by Nikhil Trivedi.  2:30 p.m. -- performance.  Reception with light refreshments will be provided before and after the concert.  Seating is limited and will be available on a first-come, first-served basis.  Free and open to the public.
